IO2        TUR   UNION OF  THE  PRINCIPALITIES.

and  they would have been  prepared  to  support a
union even  then, provided  that  the  united   princi-
palities could have been placed under a membc-r of
the Imperial family.  Bibescou had contributed greatly
to their political fusion by abolishing all customs-dues
between them, and thus in Roumania as in Germany,
a customs' union \vas the forerunner of national unity.
The revolutionary leaders of 1848 had been inspired
with the same idea, and their cause had gained the
ardent  support  of Napoleon   IT I., with  whom  the
u doctrine of nationalities " was a passion.    England
was, however, won over  to the Austrian  view, and
a compromise was the result.    It was decided that
the wishes of the inhabitants should be consulted on
the subject.

The elections, held under the auspices of Turkey,
could only be an utter farce, for that Power was the
principal opponent of the Unionist idea.   Every effort
was made by the adversaries of the scheme to gain
the support of Moldavia, for that principality being
the smaller of the two had most to lose by the pro-
posed change, which would inevitably relegate Jassy
to  the position of a second-rate town.    The  Porte
and its lt Lieutenants," who carried on a provisional
government in the principalities, left no stone  un-
turned to secure the election of anti-unionist bodies ;
Unionist journals were suppressed ; .Unionist meet-
ings prohibited.    The register of electors was care-
fully "revised"  in   the interests  of  the  Separatist
party, and the Turkish authorities showed a marvel-
lous appreciation of the causes which govern elections
by arranging that Moldavia should vote first, and so